SMOKE ALARMS SAVE LIVES

churches’ business but saving lives and paying attention

arketing smoke alarms is not normally thought of as the Accidents will always happen but that makes it all the more
important to do all we can to prevent unnecessary injury through

to the most vulnerable members of our society is, and
smoke alarms are about both, which explains why one of the
objectives of the Fire and Rescue Services across Sussex is
to ensure that every property is duly protected. One of the Fire
Officers responsible for that is Garry Collins, an active member
of Seaford Baptist church whose job is to ensure that 1,700«
homes of the most vulnerable residents in the Lewes § !
District are visited each year.

fire related incidents in our homes. Ensuring that smoke alarms
are fitted in every home is one simple way of doing just that.

For most of us smoke alarms are now part of our ongoing
home maintenance, but in every community there are still a
few who are unable to take advantage of this wonderful piece
of technology.

With a target of 10,000 Home Safety Visits annually across

For Garry, faith, life and work are never far apart Sussex the problem for the Fire and Rescue Service is

so when he suddenly realised that this was a
sphere where churches could make a vital
contribution he addressed a meeting of 200
people at his own church and had 50 instant
referrals for Home Safety Visits, which was a
significant proportion of his annual target.

knowing who and where these most vulnerable folk
live, and this is where the churches can come
in. With 1,000 churches in Sussex it would
be unrealistic to expect Fire Officers to visit
them all, making this is an ideal opportunity
for churches to work together.

Following Seaford, the starting point could be

a public meeting with an invitation to Garry (or his

opposite number locally) to alert people to the dangers

and open doors. At its simplest it would help the Borough

Commander to meet a target. Crucially it may save a life or
property in the neighbourhood.

‘So’, he said to himself, ‘if that can happen in one small
corner, what are the chances for the rest of the county?
Churches after all are in a unique position, through their
location, ubiquity, a ready-made army of members and lots of
community contacts, to ensure that every house in the parish
is amply protected’.

DID YOU KNOW?

g You are more than twice as likely to die in a fire at g An alarmfitted at each level of a home is the simplest,
home if you haven’t got a smoke alarm. single step to reduce the risk of death.
g Home fires are the main cause of fire deaths. g A smoke alarm should be tested once a week, the

battery changed once a year and the whole unit
replaced every ten years

) ] For further information on Home Safety Visits call 0800-177-7069
fitted and working smoke alarm. (East Sussex) or 0800-328-6487 (West Sussex).

g 500 deaths and 11,000 injuries caused by fire in the
home every year could be avoided with a correctly
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WORKING TOGETHER FOR THE GOOD OF THE WHOLE






