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 CHURCH AND POLICE JOIN HANDS
Good for the police. Good for the church. Good for us all

Two years ago we reported on the arrival of Street Pastors in 

Eastbourne and Heathfield, since when they (or their close 

cousins who arrived with different names) have taken root 

in Brighton & Hove, Worthing, Hastings, Littlehampton, Bognor 

Regis and Crawley, and these are the ones we know about.   

As a result Police Superintendent Dick Coates approached Ian 

Chisnall with a plan to spread the good practice from places 

such as Eastbourne across the whole County, to be launched 

at a major event and training day on November 25. 

All Sussex Church Leaders and a representative from each 

Sussex Churches Together group are invited. Both men are 

very excited about the prospect and cherish it as an opportunity 

for church and police to create a new relationship at both a 

strategic and local level.

It all began when Dick Coates experienced what was going on in 

Eastbourne, where he was one of the senior officers, and when 

subsequently he became Head of Neighbourhood Policing he 

found himself in a position to promote the best ideas. Asked 

what they were he cited three things in particular. 

First came the contribution of the Street Pastors who operate 

on the streets, on the sea front, in the pubs and clubs, mainly 

in the wee hours when most people are asleep, with a specific 

unconditional and non-judgemental commitment to listen, care 

and help those who feel excluded and marginalised and to meet 

them on their own terms with sympathy and understanding.

Next was the way the local church provided a Police Chaplain 

for officers at the local station. With Beachy Head nearby 

officers often face difficult situations with suicides and attempted 

suicides and support from a good chaplain is welcome. So too 

is his wider contribution to general welfare as he becomes a 

crucial part of the Police family.

But perhaps what moved him most of all was that the local 

church also prayed for the local police. ‘I personally found this 

very comforting that someone cared enough to pray for me to 

deliver a good public service to our communities’, he said.  

Of course Eastbourne is not alone. Police forces across 

the UK are working with local churches in all sorts of ways. 

Local churches are helping their neighbours and the police in 

community days of action, clearing rubbish, painting fences and 

making people proud to live in their communities, including many 

within Sussex. Local police staff are also attending functions at 

churches to give people access to local officers for information 

and to encourage more attention to vulnerable people within 

our society, but it is ‘patchy’.

This new venture sets out to ensure all churches have access to 

local police officers and can become involved with issues within 

the community, with the church providing meeting rooms for local 

police panels not just here and there but across the County. 

The vision is for a greater relationship between churches, 

neighbourhood teams and the general public to make Sussex an 

even greater place to be. With each area having a plan to take 

this forward and named contacts from both the police and the 

churches, not only will our communities benefit but the officers 

and church members will feel truly valued.

‘I am really excited at the thought of this conference,’ said Dick 

Coates; ‘after working alongside local churches in Eastbourne I 

have first hand knowledge of what a difference it can make’.

If you want to know the time . . . 
	 now is the time to work together 
	 for a healthier and happier community 

A Prayer for the Local Bobby

Father, forgive me. I can’t remember the last 
time I spoke to a policeman except in time 
of trouble, and if he came up to me I would 
wonder what I had done wrong.

Help me to see him as a loyal citizen and one 
of us: there to protect me, to reassure me and 
to help me.

And in return, please assure him that I value 
his presence and commitment in a tough job.




